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Map 1: Erromango and its location within Vanuatu
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Erromango:
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a unique history

1800s — mass depopulation as a result of
epidemics introduced upon European contact

Violent sandalwood trade

Population estimated to drop from 10,000 to
barely 800 between 1820s and 1920s

5 of 6 languages died out as a result




Depopulation legacies g
climate stresses

urgency in gpfeguarding
cultural heritage &
knowledge
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Once upon a time, when Erromange
was still very young, there was an Uyou* who
lived alone with her granddaughter. The Uyou had
a secret cave In which she hid a pool of seawater from
her granddaughter.

Whenever the Uyou would make laplap, she naver let her
granddaughter help her 20 as to hide her secret ingredient:

seawater. The Uyou's laplap was always so delicious because

of this secret ingredient.

One day, her granddaughter asked, “Uyou, what do you put in

the laplap to make it so deliclous?™

The Uyou would reply, "Mocpon®® it Is simply the way my hands prepare
the food.”

Thare came a time when the Uyou needed to harvest food from her garden and 20 she asked the
granddaughter to watch the house. While she was away, her granddaughter decided to surprise her
Uyou by preparing a laplap herseif. Secretly, she had been following her Uyou and
had seen her go Into a cave and draw a namtak (pusong) full of
seawater. She had seen her Uyou add this to the laplap and decided
to do the sama.

Later that afterncon, the Uyou returned home to the delicious smell

of a freshly baked lapiap. "Taste this,” the granddaughter sald proudly
offering the Uyou some laplap.
The Uyou tasted it and knew at once that the granddaughter has used saltwater.
"This tastes just llke my laplapl” the Uyou exclaimed.
"Yes, Uyou,” the granddaughter sald, "1 used saltwater just like | have seen you do many times.”
"Mocpon, you have cursed usl® sald the Uyou, as the sea nearby began to swell and flood the coast.
"We must escape the sea,” sald the Uyou. "Mocpon, you are young 3o you can run further than me. Run south and
then west and meet me at Potasipsip. | am slower and will go north up the east coast and meet you therel”
The young girl ran fast across the lsland, while the Uyou rolled herself towards Potasipsip. To this
day, the south and western side of Erromango has many steep mountains, cliffs and ravines from
where the granddaughter jumped across the terrain. Eastern Erromango has flatter, rolling hills
made by the Uyou's rolling away from the sea.

=Teold by Tepaye Louve, Ipeta, Erromange




Figure 6.5 The location of rock-art sites on Erromango

LU ]

J

K15

ERROMANGO ¥ A : ,
CULTURAL 5 W R A R i . P
ASSOCIATION BEUFsaeires T8 o s e ' AL

ERROMANGO KALJORAL ASOSIESEN







Pacific Islands
Ocean Conference

e ——

NETAI EN s ,.-‘
NAMOU T0C ™

"'STORIES OF (2
< FYMOTHER oc:m‘

' Erromango culture and thc se 'T
7

(
\
<
)
)

FOITED BY ANNA RAUPA




WEST

WINDS

NORTH
EMPATAP
=2 NompuUravu f"lanwo)
& ot : 4o,
“'g“@ N @ “% e,
é¢ ) e % *\
° f

s
g8 4,
g Cm
Q 2 ZZr»
@ 2 Se€H
w E P
25 T i
= ‘\% =
N
%,
AN 74 - P
% == SR
’0 ; ‘\‘b 6@
IAAA F
e 2%
SOUTH
EMPAC
=3 Natuga
LEGEND =3 BKUGE e OPE- =3 b HUINGS == BINCS st BRINGS
7 [ e e % e " G003
HOUGH CrCLONIC WIN: filr A GOCS
PR spny : @ =" — E"i's‘ MEAHER

Sie: maar25 :lerivee from Cpt Apdrew Maing (Fatnarving N2 3z Homawi tans ouhl, Dick fliki ¢ anzstasticeh) a0 "¢ty Crowley's Sie dictinnary. Memcs of westwine cis-
fur: Hatling siys Normpuraci-inis, whes: Crowley says He.ritugo, weich Y4ling says i meone of 5 $% wind, ' s it e Hardecto wind', * Means 'fase Jorwaz. wind',

Each year whenit is time 1o prepare new
gardens (in April), the lobster and prawns
are laying their eggs. It is tabu to eat
lobster or prawns during this season.

When the navup (wild yam) grows its
tuber, its vine will also bear fruit. The frut

falls from the vine at the same time that
the big-eye fish lays its eggs It is tabu to
eat the fish af this time.

If you see dolphins when traveling
on the water, many fish are nearby
This is a goad time to fish (but it

is 1abu to cateh a dolphinl)

*If we look after our land and forest, we will have a healthy sea” — Chief Daniel Dam Atnelo
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