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Erromango: a unique history

• 1800s – mass depopulation as a result of 
epidemics introduced upon European contact

• Violent sandalwood trade

• Population estimated to drop from 10,000 to 
barely 800 between 1820s and 1920s 

• 5 of 6 languages died out as a result

Source: Crowley 1997
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1. Recording & 
preserving 
traditional 
sea-based origin 
stories
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Artist: Simeon 
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2. Celebrating 
unique coastal 
heritage, both 
historical and 
sacred
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Sea-level rise & 
storm surge 
affects coastal 
heritage
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3. Documenting 
and reviving 
traditional 
weather and 
maritime 
knowledge
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Safeguardin
g cultural 
knowledge 
of sea-land 
relationship
s and 
resource 
manageme
nt

Artist: Andrew Tovovur
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