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Gnathodentex aureolineatus

Gymnocranius euanus

Gymnocranius grandoculis

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Striped large-eye bream

Japanese large-eye bream 

Blue-lined large-eye bream 

Max length: 28 cm FL

Max length: 42 cm FL

Max length: 60 cm FL

Silvery-grey to reddish-brown with 
1 dark scale rows on back above 
lateral line and 2 4–5 brownish-
gold stripes underneath. 3 Large 
yellow spot at rear base of dorsal 
fin. 4 Margins of soft dorsal, anal 
and caudal fins red.

Silvery-grey with 1 scattered dark 
spots on body. Often with 2 dark 
band on cheeks below eyes.

Adults (shown) silvery-grey and 
generally unmarked except for 
1 wavy blue lines on snout and 
cheeks. Juveniles have faint bars 
on sides and through eyes.
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Gymnocranius griseus

Gymnocranius microdon

Lethrinus amboinensis

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Lethrinidae / Emperors

Grey large-eye bream 

Blue-spotted large-eye bream 

Ambon emperor 

Silvery-grey with 1 several ir-
regular dark vertical bars on head 
and body. 

Silvery-grey with 1 dark scale 
centres on back, paler on lower 
body. 2 Dark bar through eyes 
(faint in this image). 3 Pointed 
caudal fin lobes.

Light to mottled greenish-brown 
with silvery tints. 1 Snout from 
lips to eyes slightly convex (most 
Lethrinus species have a slightly 
concave snout). Often with 
2 small dark spots covering 
several scales. 

Max length: 35 cm FL

Max length: 42 cm FL

Max length: 60 cm FL
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Lethrinus atkinsoni

Lethrinus erythracanthus

Lethrinus erythropterus

Pacific yellowtail emperor

Orange-spotted emperor, yellowfin emperor

Longfin emperor

Max length: 45 cm FL

Max length: 70 cm FL

Max length: 50 cm FL

Silvery or olive-brown with 
1 yellow caudal fin and base that 
may extend as a band to pectoral 
fins. 2 Yellow shading above eyes. 
Larger individuals have distinctive 
steep forehead.

Adults reddish-brown to greyish-
brown often with 1 gold spots 
scattered over body and 
2 yellowish-orange spots on head. 
3 Fins vary from yellow to orange 
or red. 4 Blue spots on dorsal and 
anal fins.

Red to yellowish-brown body with 
red fins. Often with 1 faint verti-
cal bars on body and 2 two more 
prominent bars at base of caudal 
fin (faint in this image).
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Lethrinus genivittatus

Lethrinus harak

Lethrinus laticaudis

Longspine emperor

Thumbprint emperor, blackspot emperor 

Grass emperor

Silvery-brown body with 1 brown 
vertical bars and a light brown 
head. 2 Squarish blotch above 
pectoral fins. 3 Second spine of 
dorsal fin elongated, forming a 
fine filament.

Pale grey to greenish-grey with 
large, 1 horizontally elongated 
dark blotch on sides. 2 Margins of 
scales brown.

Tan to yellow or brown body with 
1 scattered irregular blotches. 
Head brown or yellow with blue 
dots on cheeks and 2 short blue 
stripes radiating in front and 
behind eyes.

Max length: 25 cm FL

Max length: 40 cm FL

Max length: 55 cm FL
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Lethrinus miniatus

Lethrinus lentjan

Lethrinus nebulosus

Trumpet emperor, red throat emperor

Pink ear emperor 

Spangled emperor 

Max length: 80 cm FL

Max length: 80 cm FL

Grey body with reddish-brown 
head. 1 Orange to bright red 
colouration on spiny dorsal fin, 
base of pectoral fins, around eyes 
and inside mouth.

Greenish-grey upper body to 
silvery-grey lower body. 1 Scales 
have both a black and a pale blue 
or white spot giving a ‘spangled’ 
appearance. 2 Blue streaks on 
cheeks radiating from eyes.
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Silvery-grey with 1 bright red 
streak on rear margin of gill cov-
ers. Upper base of pectoral fins 
often have a red spot.

Max length: 50 cm FL
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Max length: 50 cm FL

Pale grey to mottled tan to olive 
or brown upper body, lighter on 
lower body. 1 Distinctive single 
yellowish-orange horizontal stripe 
along lower half of body with 
2 faint, thinner yellowish-orange 
stripes above and below.
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Lethrinus olivaceus

Lethrinus obsoletus

Lethrinus ornatus

Longface emperor

Orange-striped emperor

Ornate emperor 

Distinctive elongated body and 
1 long pointed snout. Grey to 
olive-grey, often with 2 wavy 
lines on snout.

Silvery with 1 broad yellowish-
orange stripes on sides. 2 Red 
margin on cheeks and gill covers.

Max length: 95 cm FL

Max length: 40 cm FL
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Lethrinus semicinctus

Lethrinus rubrioperculatus

Lethrinus variegatus

Black blotch emperor 

Spotcheek emperor 

Slender emperor 

Max length: 30 cm FL

Max length: 20 cm FL

Brown to olive-grey body often 
with a yellow to yellowish-brown 
head. 1 Short, diagonal dark band 
behind gill covers and 2 dark 
patch on posterior of body.

Small, elongated body. 1 Green-
ish- to yellowish-brown upper 
body to near-white lower body. 
2 Scales on upper body have a 
light brownish-grey spot, resulting 
in a lined appearance.
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1 2

Silver to brown with 1 dark 
blotches on body. 2 Bright red 
spot on upper gill covers.

Max length: 45 cm FL
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Max length: 70 cm FL

Elongated silvery-grey to olive 
body, often with a mottled ap-
pearance. 1 Yellow upper lip and 
2 bright orange-red spot at base 
of pectoral fins.
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Monotaxis grandoculis

Monotaxis heterodon

Lethrinus xanthochilus

Humpnose big-eye bream

Redfin bream

Yellowlip emperor 

Adults (shown) grey to silver or 
brown, with 1 steep sloping fore-
head and large eyes. 2 Red tips 
on dorsal fins and reddish-brown 
pectoral fins with dark base. Juve-
niles and small adults have black 
saddles on back.

Adults (shown) grey to reddish-brown 
upper body and grey lower body, with 
1 three narrow white vertical bars on 
body and one on head behind eyes. 
2 Black spot at base of pectoral fins. 
3 Caudal fin yellow anteriorly to red 
posteriorly. Juveniles and small adults 
similar but with more pronounced 
narrow white vertical bars.

Max length: 55 cm FL

Max length: 35 cm FL
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