
FIJI ISLANDS
C O U N T R Y  F A C T S H E E T

POLITICAL STATUS LAND AREA CAPITAL LANGUAGES

Independence : 1970
Republic : 1987

Suva18,333 km2 

322 Islands  

English, iTaukei, Fiji Hindi, 
Rotuman, Cantonese

DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

Total Population 893,468 2021 projection

Population Growth (annual) 0.6% 2022

AGRICULTURE INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

Agriculture contribution to real GDP 8.2% 2023

Forestry and Logging contribution to real GDP 0.3% 2022

Paid employees in Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries

3.2% (5,745 
people)

2019

TRADE INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

GDP per Capita 12,101.7 USD 2019

Exports (Domestic + Re-exports) 208,843,000 FJD 2024

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY SECTOR CHALLENGES 2024/25 

CHALLENGES EFFECTS
Global warming | High temperatures |
Changes in rainfall patterns

Vulnerable crop production due to heat stress, decline in livestock fertility, meat & milk production, feed supply and water, 
decreased forage digestibility, longer and unpredictable seasons leading to drought

Rising sea level, salt intrusion and inundation Farmlands are unproductive, declining soil fertility, erosion, leaching, toxicity of water supply for irrigation, soil salinity
Pest and disease prevalence More pests and diseases (e.g. thrip, termites), decreasing biodiversity (e.g. honeybees and micro-organisms.)
Weather pattern variability Crop cycles becoming shorter e.g. Taro is developing early maturity, low yields
Unsustainable farming practices such as clearing virgin land for 
farm expansion

Soil degradation

PRIORITIES FOR PARTNERSHIP WITH SPC LAND RESOURCES DIVISION (LRD)

FIJI AGRICULTURE PRIORITIES SPC LAND RESOURCES DIVISION KEY RESULT AREAS SDGS

•	 Improve drainage and irrigation networks  •	 KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry production 
systems

•	 Introduce climate resilient (drought, saline, pests & 
diseases, dwarfing) crop species 

•	 KRA 6: Increased utilisation of nutrition & resilient crop vari-
eties by PICTs

•	 KRA 1: Increase in availability of Genetic Resources at CePaCT 
& in countries

•	 Introduce livestock breeds that are tolerant to heat 
stress

•	 KRA 8: Enhancing technologies adopted and implemented in 
crop production, soil health, water, pest and disease manage-
ment and animal husbandry

•	 Farming and land use techniques (including soil 
and water conservation) 

•	 KRA 2:  Increased adoption of Sustainable Land Management 
plans, policies, approaches and technologies

•	 Adaptive capacity of food production and food 
security, plant breeding and crop improvement 

•	 KRA 3: Diversification of livelihood strategies and new value 
chains developed 

•	 KRA 4: Environmental food safety, SPS and other voluntary 
standards and certifications strengthened

•	 Coordination and collaboration with international 
and regional institutions 

•	 KRA 9: Engagement and collaboration with members and 
partners strengthened

NATIONAL GOALS (NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN)
1.	 Every Fijian has access to adequate food of acceptable quality and nutritional 

value. 
2.	 A competitive, sustainable and value-adding non-sugar agriculture. 

FIJI AGRICULTURE SECTOR AGENDA

a.	 Build modern agriculture in Fiji as an organised system of producing, 
processing, and marketing crops, livestock, and aquaculture products. 

b.	 Develop integrated production, processing, energy, and transport infrastructure 
support system for agriculture. 

c.	 Improve delivery of agriculture support services. 
d.	 Enhance capabilities to generate fund and secure investment through 

foreign investment, public private partnership, and other innovative business 
arrangements. 

e.	 Improve project implementation and policy formulation capability within the 
Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) and its partner institutions. 



•	 Traditional crop and tree varieties stored for future 
breeding 

•	 KRA 1: Increase in availability of Genetic Resources at CePaCT 
& in countries 

•	 Traditional knowledge use for resiliency of produc-
tion systems

•	 KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry production 
systems

FIJI FORESTRY PRIORITIES
•	 Forest Landscape Restoration​ (30MT15Y Initiative) 
•	 Permanent Forest Estate​ 
•	 Forest certification 
•	 Non-timber forest products

•	 KRA 2:  Increased adoption of Sustainable Land Management 
plans, policies, approaches and technologies

•	 KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry production 
systems

•	 Payment for Ecosystem Services​ - Carbon Trading •	 KRA 7: Equitable benefits from agriculture and forestry 

•	 Downstream processing
•	 Technological advancement

•	 KRA 3: Diversification of livelihood strategies and new value 
chains developed

 INTERVENTIONS OFFERED IN FIJI, 2023 

THEME ACTIVITY

Genetic Resources Conservation 	• Introduced a new sweet potato variety to local markets in Fiji.
	• Fiji received three accessions of sweet potato and taro. 
	• Facilitated the processing of import permits with the Fiji Biosecurity to support safety duplication of sweet potatoes. 

Forestry and Plantation 
Management 

	• Developed 4.6 hectares of plantations, totalling 799.56 hectares since 2019. 
	• Maintained Dilo seed orchards in Sigatoka Sand Dunes and Vunimaqo through field experiments (provenance trial) to test seed viability and genetic 

conservation of both Japanese and Fijian Dilo plants (a.k.a Dilo seed orchards). 
	• Developed logging standards and assessed log grades for peeling.
	• Initiated the development of a business model for the timber processing industry, in consultation with stakeholders.
	• Commenced a study on gender participation in timber processing. 
	• Continued conducting research on traditional knowledge, use and management practices of coconut plantations. 
	• Code of Practice for wood processing facilities was endorsed by the Fiji Cabinet, alongside the publication of Coconut Harvesting Guidelines.  

Organic Farming and 
Certification 

	• Established the Mudrenicagi demonstration farm in Bua province to train farmers and promote organic farming. 
	• Heads of Agriculture and Forestry Services (HOAFS) visit: Delegates from over 10 countries visited Bulaccino organic farm in Nadi for a real-life ex-

perience of managing an organic farm. The tour highlighted the significance and potential of organic farming in reshaping the Pacific food system, 
fostering a circular green economy, and mitigating the effects of climate change.

	• Launched five new organic products and fertilizers approved by POETCom Pacific Organic Standards. The approved organic inputs/products included: 

1. Fiji Ministry of Agriculture Compost Inoculant, 
2. Goodman Fielders King Poultry Fertiliser, 
3. Organic Plant Juice, 
4. Lino Racumu Fish seaweed liquid fertiliser, and 
5. Feiti bio – Granulated Fertiliser. 

	• Technical advise in the development of Fiji’s Organic Policy.

Plant and Animal Health 	• Developed recommended budwood gardens in strategic locations (i.e. Wainigata-Fiji) and identified priority pests and diseases. 
	• Fiji animal health lab assessed in 2023, aimed at enhancing its capacity. 
	• Promoted Near-Infrared Spectroscopy (NIR) technology for crop production and soil health assessment.

Promotion of Forest 
Professionals

	• Government officials attended the Australia and New Zealand Institute of Foresters (ANZIF) conference which explored the role and opportunities for 
establishing national forestry professional associations.



TRAINING AREAS TRAINING PROGRAMMES

Genetic Resources Conservation 
and seed technologies

	• Regional training on mutation breeding, seed technologies, molecular diagnostics, coconut tissue culture techniques, and allometric protocols. 
	• Regional training on aligning genetic resources, production, post-harvest and marketing opportunities.
	• DNA extraction, PCR and Gel Electrophoresis.
	• Coconut in situ conservation. 
	• Screening for anthracnose resistance in chili (Capsicum spp) and yam (Dioscorea spp).
	• Tree and crop seed systems.

Organic Farming and 
Certification 

	• Trained in organic certification, product delivery, and market access.
	• Two trainings on building capacity for a fair and inclusive organic movement: Gender, Equity and Social Inclusion (GESI), and organic value chain 

analysis. 
	• The POETCom Women’s Economic Empowerment (WEE) initiative trained on gender and organic value chain analysis.

Agroecological practices 	• Training on Tools for Agroecology Performance and Evaluation (TAPE).

Emergency Preparedness and 
Response 

	• Training on Early Response Planning and Early Warning Systems desk review and update, and operationalisation of animal health emergency 
preparedness and response plans.

	• Training on Global Framework for the progressive control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) and identification of priority transboundary 
animal diseases (TADs). 

Animal Health 	• Members of PHOVAPS trained on import risk analysis, with a focus on integrating GFTADs activities in the Pacific programmes.
	• Training on Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) to enhance capacity in generating high-quality reports and utilising the PVS Pathway for 

improving veterinary services.
	• Para-veterinary orientation and summer school.

Pest Management 	• Sensitised on agroecologically compatible pesticides as alternatives to Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHP). 
	• Pest and disease diagnostics and the use of the pesticide registration toolkit.
	• Regional training on using and updating the Pest List Database (PLD) to support market access for plant products.

Trade promotion 	• Trained on Non-Tariff Measures (NTM) and trade promotion.

Training ratio 	• Trained 215 participants of which 77 were women.

2024 PLANNED INTERVENTIONS 
1. Genetic Resources

•	 Research: Improve conservation and health testing protocols.
•	 Training: DNA fingerprinting procedures.

2. Forestry

•	 Senile Palm Selection: Field assessment and farmer consultations.
•	 Veneer Processing: Develop veneer grading standards through mill testing.
•	 Financial Model: Continue developing a business model for engineered 

wood products (EWPs).

3. Gender Equity and Empowerment

•	 Action Plans: Develop and implement gender equity and empowerment 
strategies.

•	 Gender Survey: Identify opportunities within the value chain to empower 
women; finalise February 2023 survey report.

•	 Case Study: Conduct a gender case study with processors.

4. Traditional Knowledge and Community Engagement

•	 Coconut Plantations: Research traditional knowledge and management 
practices.

•	 Forest Invasive Species: Community workshop to establish model areas in 
Fiji and Tonga.

•	 Forestry Network: National consultations for the Pacific Network of Forestry 
Professionals.

5. Environmental Restoration

•	 Mangrove Restoration: Awareness, training, and launch in Bua, Cakaudrove, 
and Macuata.

•	 Mangrove Nursery: Establishment and planting at degraded sites.

6. Soil and Plant Health 
•	 Soil Samples: Collect and analyse 60 samples for Red Horn NIR spectrometer 

calibration.
•	 Advisory Services: Provide soil health advice and train soil doctors.
•	 Field Experiments: Establish soil field experiments.
•	 Plant Health: Train plant health doctors and provide plant health clinic 

training.

7. Animal Health

•	 Lab Accreditation: Achieve accreditation for Fiji animal health lab.

8. Organic Farming and Certification

•	 Organic Learning Farms (OLF): Establish farms, conduct training, and pro-
vide advisory services.

•	 Market Identification: Identify markets for diverse crops and non-timber 
forest products.

•	 Participatory Guarantee System (PGS): Develop regional certification mech-
anisms and train auditors.

9. Biosecurity Training

•	 Biosecurity Officers (TOT): Train in plant pathology, entomology, and emer-
gency response.

•	 EU Standards and Marketing: Train on EU standards, marketing require-
ments, ASYCUDA, and Trade Single Window.
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MEMBERSHIP OF SPC REGIONAL PLATFORMS
•	 Pacific Agriculture Plant Genetic Resources Network (PAPGREN)
•	 Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO)
•	 Regional Research Agenda (RRA) - Pasifika NiuNet, Partners in Research component 
•	 Pacific Soils Partnership (PSP) 
•	 One Health  
•	 Regional Coconut Governance Board 
•	 Pacific Heads of Veterinary and Animal Production Services (PHOVAPS)   
•	 Pacific Organic and Ethical Trade Community (POETCom) 

KEY AGRICULTURE SECTOR POLICY DOCUMENTS
•	 Fiji 2020 Agriculture Sector Policy Agenda
•	 Fiji Policy for Gender in Agriculture 2022 - 2027 
•	 Fiji Youth in Agriculture Policy 2022 - 2027
•	 Republic of Fiji National Climate Change Policy 2018 - 2030 
•	 Fiji National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan: 2020 - 2025

KEY WEBSITES 
•	 Fiji Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways (www.agriculture.gov.fj)
•	 Fiji Ministry of Forestry (www.forestry.gov.fj) 
•	 Fiji Biosecurity Authority Fiji (www.baf.com.fj) 
•	 The Pacific Community (SPC) (www.spc.int)
•	 SPC Land Resources Division (www.spc/lrd.int)
•	 Pacific Data Hub (PDH) (www.spc.int)
•	 POETCom (www.organicpasifika.net)
•	 CePaCT Database (www.genesys-pgr.org)
•	 Pests List Database (https://pld.lrd.spc.int/)

ADDRESS
The Pacific Community (SPC)
Land Resources Division (LRD)
FNTC 2 Road, off Beaumont Road
NARERE, Suva-Fiji. 
Tel: +679 3370733 | www.spc/lrd.int

FOR ENQUIRIES
LRD Helpdesk
Land Resources Division
Email: lrdhelpdesk@spc.int

http://fijiclimatechangeportal.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/fiji-2020-agriculture-sector-policy-agenda.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.fj/documents/policies/Gender%20Booklet%202022%20Final.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.fj/documents/policies/Youth%20Book%202022%20for%20Web.pdf
http://fijiclimatechangeportal.gov.fj/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FIJI-NCCP-2018-2030_0.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/fj/fj-nbsap-v2-en.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.fj
http://www.forestry.gov.fj
http://www.baf.com.fj
http://www.spc.int
http://www.spc/lrd.int
http://www.spc.int
http://www.organicpasifika.net
http://www.genesys-pgr.org
https://pld.lrd.spc.int/

