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USEFUL PHRASES
TERM TAHITIAN ENGLISH FRENCH ENGLISH
Greeting Maeva e mānava 

Ia ora na

Eaha te huru ?
E aha to ‘oe huru?

Welcome (formal)

Hello

How are you?
How are you?

Bienvenue

Bonjour
Bonsoir

Comment ça va ?

Welcome

Good morning
Good evening

How are you?

Response to 
greeting

Maita’i
Maita’i roa

Good
Very good

Bien
Très bien

Well
Very well

Appreciation Mauruuru 
Mauruuru maita’i

Thank you
Thank you very 
much

Merci
Merci beaucoup

Thank you
Thank you very 
much

Apology E hape mau What a mistake Excusez-moi Excuse me

Farewell Parahi
Nana

Goodbye
See you/Bye

Au revoir Goodbye

To say 
goodbye to 
someone who 
is leaving

Nana
Te aroha atu nei 
ia maita’i i to’oe 
tere

Bye
Have a good trip

Au revoir 
Bon voyage

Goodbye
Have a good trip

Adapted from Cultural Etiquette in the Pacific, 2020

LANGUAGE SERVICE PROVIDERS
https://www.spc.int/tok-pasifika/registry

A registry of language service providers for 
Pacific Islands’ languages is available by 
clicking here or scanning the QR code.

USEFUL CONTACTS/INFORMATION
Fare vāna’a Tahitian Academy
BP 2609 – 98713 Papeete, Tahiti
+689 4050 1550
farevanaa@gmail.com

Tuhuna Èo Ènata Marquesan Academy
BP 340 – 98742 Nuku Hiva
+689 4092 0715
academie.marq@mail.pf

Karuru Vānaga Pa’umotu Academy
BP 43768 – 98713 Papeete, Tahiti
+689 4050 9494
academiepaumotu@mail.pf

LANGUAGE FACT
The Tahitian alphabet only has 14 letters with the possibility of a 15th, the letter ‘k’. 
The word ‘tattoo’ is derived from the word tatau (to mark).

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
French

OTHER LANGUAGES
• Tahitian
• Marquesan Dialect

Group

• Pa’umotu Dialect Group
• Mangarevan
• Austral Island dialect

group

VIDEOS
https://www.spc.int/tok-
pasifika

Map is not to scale

Pape'ete Harbour
Passe de Pape'ete

Taravao Bay
Baie de Taravao

MARQUESAS ISLANDS
ÎLES MARQUISES

DISAPPOINTMENT ISLANDS
ÎLES DU DÉSAPPOINTEMENT 

GAMBIER ISLANDS
ÎLES GAMBIER

WINDWARD GROUP
ÎLES DU VENT

LEEWARD GROUP
ÎLES SOUS-LE-VENT

SOCIETY ISLANDS
ÎLES DE LA SOCIÉTÉ

AUSTRAL ISLANDS
ÎLES AUSTRALES

ACTAEON ISLANDS
GROUP ACTÉON

Tuamotu Archipelago

Archipel des Tuamotu

TAHITI

MOOREA

Bellingshausen

Fenua Ura
Mopelia

Maupiti
Tupai

Bora Bora
Huahine Tetiaroa

Mehetia

Hereheretue
Anuanuraro
Anuanurunga Nukutepipi

Tematangi Mururoa
Fangataufa

Rapa
Raivavae

Tubai

Rurutu
Rimatara

Maria

Marotiri

Tureia
Tenararo

Tatakoto

Pukarua
ReaoAkiaki

Vahitahi
Nukutavake

Pinaki
Paraoa

Hao
Amanu

Tauere

Ahunui
Manuhangi

Nengonengo
Ravahere

Marohau
Reitoru

HaraikiAnaa
Tahanea

Faaita

Niau
Toau

Kaukura
Arutua

Makatea

Tikehau
Matahiva

Manihi

Fatu Hiva
Motane
Hiváoa

Uahuka

Tahuata
Uapou

Nuku Hiva

Eiao
Hatutu

Fakarava

Tekokota
Marutea

RekarekaNihiruHiti
Tepoko

Makemo
Raroia

Takume
Fakahina

Fangatau

Pukapuka
Napuka

Tepoto

Taenga

Montutunga
Hikueru

Vairaatea

Vahanga
Maturei Vavao

Morane

Maria

Mangareva
Temoe

Marutea
Tenarunga

Tahaa
Raiatea

Maiao

PAPE' ETE

TAHITI
MOOREA

TakaroaAhe

Katiu
TaiaroKauehi

AratikaApataki
Rangiroa

Raraka

Takapoto

This factsheet has been produced as 
part of the Tok Pasifika project.
For more information or feedback, 
contact: tokpasifika@spc.int
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