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15th Triennial Conference of Pacific 
Women and 8th Meeting of Pacific 

Ministers for Women
July 2024

The Republic of the Marshall Islands hosted the 15th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women and the 8th 
Meeting of Pacific Ministers for Women from July 22-25, 2024. This significant regional event brought 
together government delegations from 22 countries, alongside representatives from civil society 
organizations, traditional leaders, and members of the Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific. 
 
Every three years, leaders, civil society representatives, and development partners from across the Pacific 
convene to evaluate progress in gender equality. 

This gathering, known as the Triennial Conference of Pacific Women, serves as a critical milestone in the 
region’s ongoing efforts towards gender parity. Since its inception over 40 years ago and the adoption 

Day 1 of the 15th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women held in Majuro, RMI. Picture Credit: Pacific Community (SPC).
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of the Pacific Platform for Action for Gender Equality and Women’s Human Rights 2018-2030 (PPA), 
the conference has been the primary mechanism for monitoring the progress outlined in the PPA. 
 
During the welcome ceremony, Senator Daisy Alik-Momotaro, Marshall Islands’ Presidential Envoy for Women, 
Children, and Youth, highlighted the conference theme: “An Pilinlin Koba Ekaman Lometo - For a Resilient and 
Sustainable Future.” 

 
Miles Young, SPC’s Human Rights and Social 
Development Director, added, “The event brought 
together a comprehensive range of stakeholders to 
deliberate and make decisions on issues concerning 
women and girls, gender equality, and the 
realization of human rights for women in the Pacific.” 
 
The event received support from the Australian 
Government through the Pacific Women Lead 
Programme and USAID through its PROJECT 
Governance programme and was hosted by the 
Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

The event emphasised recommendations for 
establishing predictable review schedules and improving regional engagement mechanisms. The collaborative 
efforts aim to enhance transparency, accountability, and proactive engagement in human rights and gender 
monitoring. This initiative underscores the importance of regional cooperation in strengthening human rights 
protections, ensuring that international obligations are met through more accessible and visible mechanisms. 

The following countries have endorsed the outcomes of the 15th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women: 
American Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, 
Nauru, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

So what?
The Triennial Conference amplifies the voices of women and girls, emphasizing the importance of 
their empowerment in achieving sustainable development. 

By investing in this significant event,PROJECT Governance is supporting the facilitation of a crucial 
platform for regional collaboration, enabling government officials, civil society organizations, 
and traditional leaders to come together and engage in meaningful dialogue. This collaborative 
environment fosters the sharing of best practices and creates a unified regional agenda, crucial for 
addressing gender-related challenges. The conference also serves as a vital mechanism for monitoring 
the implementation of the Pacific Platform for Action for Gender Equality and Women’s Human 
Rights 2018-2030, ensuring accountability and tracking progress towards the region’s gender equality 
commitments. 

This holistic approach addresses the region’s complex challenges, contributing to a more equitable 
and resilient Pacific society.

“We are thrilled to inaugurate the 15th Triennial 
Conference of Pacific Women. This gathering 
underscores our commitment to fostering inclusive 
dialogue and tangible actions that empower women 
throughout our diverse Pacific communities. Each 
of you, like individual droplets, contributes to the 
vast and powerful ocean of change and progress.” 

Hon. Daisy Alik Momotaro, Marshall 
Islands’ Presidential Envoy for 
Women, Children and Youth.
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Central Tanna People’s Forum
30 July 2024

This year the Republic of Vanuatu celebrated 44 years of Independence on 30 July. This holiday commemorates 
Vanuatu’s independence from the joint rule of the United Kingdom  and France. PROJECT Governance 
supported this year’s Independence Day by supporting the convening of a People’s Forum to celebrate the 
achievements of community development committees (CDCs) that CARE International in Vanuatu’s Inclusive 
Governance project had worked with over the last 10 months. The forum also provided the opportunity to 
share challenges to date and discuss ways forward. 

This was the second forum supported through PROJECT Governance. The first one was convened on 18 October 
2023. Held at the Busaine community in Central Tanna, a total of 153 people participated in this event, 85 
women and 67 men, including one person with a disability. 

There were many experiences and achievements shared by the CDCs. Additionally, CDC executives spoke to 
issues that affected the implementation of their action plans and discussed potential solutions. 

The Central Tanna Area Administrator made a commitment to convene the people’s forum annually on 30th July 
and use this occasion to celebrate the achievements of CDCs as well as discuss any challenges and solutions. 

Two CDC projects were launched as part of this year’s people’s forum,namely the Busaine kindergarten school 
building and the Leulik community hall. Both projects were delivered through collaboration between the 
CDCs, Central Tanna Area Council, the provincial councilor. It is expected that more than 10 CDC projects will 
be launched on 30 July 2025. 

Participants from Tanna Island who attended the Central Tanna People’s Forum as part of the Vanuatu Independence Day celebration.  
Picture Credit: CARE

So what?

The CDC, a governance mechanism that is bridging kastom governance with introduced systems of 
government has proven to be very effective in facilitating more responsive governance from service 
delivery agencies of government as well as from political representatives of the people. Many 
community priority needs have been addressed since the establishment and training of CDCs. Some 
major projects addressing long term challenges were completed within five months of setting up. 
These included road upgrades, water projects, and school building extensions that were funded from 
community contributions. 

The people’s forum is encouraging communities that have not set up their CDCs to do so. The forum also 
facilitates face to face dialogue and discussion between the CDCs, area council pillar representatives, 
provincial councilors, and council of chiefs about how to better collaborate, coordinate, and respond 
to the needs of the major development needs of the people. 
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On Friday 26 July, CARE’s Ruthy Sawa caught up with Hortence Kiroha, Chairlady, and Sandra Lotivi, an 
Executive Committee Member of the Tsitalato Community Government. Tsitalato is one of eight Community 
Governments that PROJECT Governance is supporting in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville through 
CARE International in PNG’s Leading Together with Respect Project. This is what they had to say: 

“(Now) Men are better understanding women. We can solve problems and we have confidence. 
Community Government Executive Committee members recognize our strengths and weaknesses; and we 
can work towards improving our weaknesses,” said Hortence Kiroha, Chairlady of the Tsitalato Community 
Government.

The Project’s February and July 2024 Leadership and Team Building Workshops focused on inclusive 
governance. The sessions that really stood out for Chairlady Hortense were those about involving 
marginalized groups of people. Following the February workshop, she has prioritized support to her Ward 
8 because it is the most disadvantaged. In her words, she “would like to work closely with them to improve 
their lives and standard of living so they can come up to the level of other villages in her area.” 

Chairlady Hortense also identified young women as a marginalized group.  She has already begun training 
them in how to be leaders, and plans further training and mentoring to prepare them for the future. 

“We matter!”  Local 
women leaders 
speak out about their 
work and PROJECT 
Governance 

Pastaim tingting blong mi em olsem: Mi man 
ya! I’m better off than women! Mi strongpla 

man yah! Mi no save harim tok blong wanpla 
man o meri. Tasol olgeta kos blo yupla em 
senisim mi stret. Bifo me dominatim olgeta 
samtin! Dispela training blo February em 

senisim me stret! Nau, olgeta taim mipla go 
inside long miting, mi save make sure olsem 

ol meri participate. 
---

“These leadership trainings have helped us 
understand what skills we have. I did not 

know I was already using some leadership 
skills, for which I’m grateful. We are utilizing 
what we have learned. [Other development 

partners] also support us with leadership 
training, but they have not supported us the 
way CARE is training and mentoring us. The 

training and mentoring activities that we are 
receiving continue to build us as a resolute 

team.”

Hortence Kiroha, Chairlady 
of the Tsitalato Community 
Government.
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So what?

These three local leaders are being significantly empowered by PROJECT Governance’s 
investment in women’s leadership and inclusion governance.  Working with men is 
changing culturally ingrained attitudes and practices towards women. Greater support 
from their male counterparts is helping empower women to lead with confidence.   

“We are fortunate to 
participate in these 

workshops and training 
sessions and have gained 

a lot of confidence. We are 
continually growing and 

developing our leadership 
abilities, and we help other 

women in the same way.  
We are imparting what 
we’ve learnt to young 

women and even traditional 
[male] chiefs.

Sandra Lotivo, Executive 
Committee Member. 

“I personally acknowledge the work that 
CARE/PROJECT Governance does. Involving 
men in these workshops has shifted their 
thinking towards women. Men are becoming 
champions. We’ve come a long way with the 
opportunity to be involved in this Project. 
“CARE/PROJECT Governance givim bikpela 
luksave stret long ol meri [really understands 
women]. WE MATTER. We are given space to 
be upskilled to become good leaders. We are 
motivated and capacitated to work together 
with men. We see that we are valued,” said 
Sandra Lotivo, Executive Committee Member 
of the Tsitalato Community Government.

“When we go to leadership workshops and 
engage with other Community Government 
Executives and members, we have the rare 
opportunity to hear their stories, share 
experiences and challenges, and build each 
other up.  

“Men in our CGEC are now very helpful, 
supportive and show respect towards us.”

A really good example is Member Steven 
Harek [who was featured in a previous 
newsletter]. Bougainville’s gender norms 
and assumptions have shaped men like 
Steven, locally known as “culture man”.  But, 
because of the Gender Equity and Diversity 
sessions we have through this project, he 
has changed. Gender balance is becoming 
visible now. 

“Information is power. Thank you, CARE/
PROJECT Governance. The constant coaching 
and support you provide are developing us 
well. We appreciate your work with us.” 
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In Pohnpei, like in many other places in the Pacific, 
much of the history is oral history which is passed 
through ‘word of mouth’, often found in  chants, songs, 
folklores, legends, and stories. Over time, it is found 
that knowledge of our cultural heritage is diminishing, 
and parts of history are lost because of the lack of 
documentation. Furthermore, in Pohnpei culture it 
is taboo to share stories with someone who is not a 
member of the same clan or community, hence past 
attempts to document cultural sites and stories by 
government workers were futile

With support from SPC’s Pacific People Advancing 
Change programme with funding from USAID through 
PROJECT Governance, community-based organisation 
called the U Corona Volunteers led a project to help 
preserve knowledge of U cultural heritage by identifying 
the important cultural sites in U Municipality, one of 
the local governments  of Pohnpei State, and capturing 
the stories connected with these sites.  

The East-West Center is partnering with the 
Pacific Media Institute to execute workshops 
to build skills for and networks of credible, 
thriving public interest media in the North 
Pacific. These workshops engage key actors 
from government and local communities: 
independent journalists, students, civil 
society organizations, and public information 

Telling Our Stories 
Across Micronesia

Participants at the Pacific Media Summit in Majuro in 2023. Picture 
Credit: East-West Center. 

So what?
Smaller Pacific Island Countries face challenges in sustaining local news media and staffing government 
public information officers.  In the absence of these traditional sources people rely on online social 
networks and word of mouth to share local news and government information, but these networks are 
very vulnerable to misinformation.  EWC and PMI are leveraging the Pacific Islands Report to strengthen 
credible, skilled community media networks across the North Pacific. The “Our Pacific Stories” and the 
media workshops will connect and support underserved independent and community-driven public 
interest media across the North Pacific.
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officers (PIOs) from the offices of senior leaders and regulatory agencies.  The first workshop, “Democracy, 
Elections and Media”  took place in June of 2023 in Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands. The workshop 
brought 44 independent journalists, journalism students, and PIOs for a week of technical training in writing, 
public communication, and countering disinformation. The next workshop, “Telling Your Pacific Story,” will 
be held in Koror, Palau, from 9 - 13 September, in partnership with the Palau Media Council and the Palau 
Community College, with participants from the Federated States of Micronesia, Kiribati, the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, and Palau. The sessions will include daily assignments in writing, photography, podcasting, 
social media production, and public communications strategy. 

Preserving U Cultural Heritage: A Booklet of 
Historical Sites and Stories in FSM

(Continued on page 7)

Handover Ceremony: Standing Left to Right, Dept of Education Rep. Peter 
Ramirez, UCV Advisor Mason Albert, UCV President Kenely Marquez, SPC 
Rep Tupou Vere, SES Principal Raymond Joseph.
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5-22 August: 
kNOwVAWdata Course for Pacific 
Statisticians - Nadi. Fiji
___

13-15 August: 
Pacific Youths Senior Officials 
Meeting - Nadi. Fiji
___

14-17 August:
Pacific Islands Parliaments Group 
Conference - Koror, Palau
___
September
Fiji Young Leaders Seminar: 
Empowering young minds 
through digital literacy in the 
fight against corruption - Pacific 
Harbour, Fiji

MARK THE 
DATE

The Fortnightly Insight | 5 August, 2024

During  the field visits, it was found that there were no written materials available, and elders and 
community members held the knowledge of these sites. The project helped students increase 
their awareness of their cultural heritage. Principal Raymond Joseph of Saladak Elementary School  
expressed hope that this project could influence the school curriculum to include local customs and 
traditions. Students shared their newfound understanding and appreciation for their cultural heritage. 
The booklet, launched on July 12, contains traditional stories of 20 significant cultural sites. 

So what?

This project is crucial as it preserves invaluable cultural heritage, 
enriches education by incorporating local traditions, empowers 
communities by involving them in the preservation process, and 
promotes sustainable development through cultural tourism. This 
initiative fosters pride and respect for local history, strengthens 
community ties, and aligns with USAID’s broader mission of 
promoting inclusive and sustainable development, making it a vital 
investment for future generations.

Copies were distributed to Saladak Elementary School, the 
Department of Education, the Municipal Government, and 
traditional leaders. Mason Albert, Adviser for U Corona Volunteers, 
emphasized the importance of preserving cultural identity. The 
project aligns with the Pacific Regional Culture Strategy 2022-
2032, which prioritizes safeguarding Pacific cultural heritage. 
 
The U Corona Volunteers plan to extend the project to Awak Elementary 
School to gather more stories and consolidate the findings into one 
comprehensive booklet for U Municipality. They hope the Pohnpei 
State Department of Education will expand similar projects to other 
municipalities, integrating the findings into the primary school curriculum. 
NGO President Kenely Marquez expressed the desire for the entire 
municipality to have written documentation of their cultural heritage for 
future generations.

“This is a first ever project of this nature 
at our school and I am very excited to be a 
part of it because I know that it creates the 
potential to impact the school curriculum 
in our educational system, i.e., creating a 

course under customs and traditions. In the 
existing curriculum, imported from abroad, 
we are learning about historical sites from 
the western worlds, while little emphasis is 
put on ours and it leads to the loss of many 

of our customs and traditions.” 

Raymond Joseph, Principal, Saladak 
Elementary School.
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