6™ PACIFIC WATER AND WASTEWATER MINISTERS’ FORUM 2022
14-15 November 2022, Nadi, Fiji
Communique

The 6th Pacific Water and Wastewater Ministers’ (PWWM) Forum was held in Denarau Island,
Nadi, Fiji from 14—-15 November 2022, and was attended by the Ministers from Cook Islands, Fiji,
Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, as well as senior government
representatives from American Samoa, Kiribati, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, Tonga
and Tuvalu.

Ministers and government representatives expressed their deep gratitude to the Honourable
Minister Jone Usamate, Minister for Infrastructure, Meteorological Services, Lands and Mineral
Resources, the Government and people of Fiji for their warm welcome, generous hospitality, co-
funding and excellent arrangements of transport, catering, meeting venue and countless other
things that needed to be organised in order to make this meeting an outstanding success.

Ministers and government representatives further expressed their appreciation to the
Honourable Minister Usamate for his capable leadership in chairing the PWWM Forum.

Ministers and government representatives expressed their appreciation to the Pacific Water and
Wastewater Association (PWWA) for the excellent arrangements in preparing for and co-
funding the PWWM Forum.

Presentations

Ministers and government representatives appreciated PWWA'’s presentation on the status of
Pacific Utilities performance and results of the PWWA Benchmarking Annual Survey.

Ministers and government representatives further showed their appreciation to the Pacific
Community (SPC) on their presentation on the status of the region in relation to water security
and resilience, including progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 6 (SDG6).

Ministers and government representatives recognised the important role of climate finance in
addressing the intensifying climate-related risks affecting the water sector and appreciated
presentations from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) Secretariat and SPC on investment financing
for resilience, water security and climate change.

Ministers and government representatives expressed their appreciation of the contributions of
Pacific Young Water Professionals on the issue of resilience and reaffirmed their strong support
to the Pacific Young Water Professionals programme, which has been of great benefit to their
countries in building the capacity and capabilities of young Pacific leaders of the future.

Country Statements and Plenary Discussions

9.

Ministers and government representatives noted that, while Pacific Island Countries and
Territories (PICTs) have much in common in terms of shared water security challenges and
solutions, significant disparities persist between and within countries with respect to access to
safe water, sanitation, and hygiene facilities, and stressed the need for significantly increased
and sustained support to address the needs of the region’s large rural, remote and informal
urban communities living outside of centralised water and sanitation services.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Ministers and government representatives noted the serious water security and resilience
challenges currently facing the region, including threats to: groundwater resources (impacted by
drought, over-abstraction, inappropriate land-use practices and salt-water intrusion); surface
water (impacted by pollution, catchment degradation, mineral resource extraction and
deforestation), and essential water and sanitation infrastructure (impacted by poor asset
management, extreme climate events such as storms and inundation, and significantly increased
material and transport costs).

Ministers and government representatives noted that Pacific people experience some of the
world’s highest exposures to the risks of disaster and climate change, including significant and
repeating impacts on water security (including Typhoon Bopha in 2012 and Category 5 Tropical
Cyclones Pam and Winston, 2015 and 2016 respectively), and noted the critical role of water
utilities in disaster risk reduction, disaster response and climate change adaptation.

Ministers and government representatives expressed their concern that, in the time since the
last PWWM Forum in 2019, Pacific water security challenges have been further exacerbated by
the compounding effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and natural hazards such as Tropical
Cyclones Harold, Yasa and Ana, the eruption of the Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcano and
associated tsunami, and serious drought currently affecting the atoll nations of Kiribati and
Tuvalu.

Ministers and government representatives noted that, despite demonstrations of self-reliance
during the pandemic, the Pacific continues to face serious challenges in developing and
retaining local technical expertise and human capacity to support the core functions of modern
water utilities.

Ministers and government representatives noted the disproportionate impact of water and
sanitation challenges on women and girls and other vulnerable groups and the important roles
they play as both water managers and stakeholders, noted the progress made by utilities
towards gender parity of technical and management staff, as well as the challenges remaining in
achieving diversity in governance structures.

Ministers and government representatives noted that, while progress has been made in
improving the monitoring and reporting of water, sanitation and hygiene, significant data gaps
exist that constrain management responses, including with respect to safely managed facilities,
and noted the critical role of water resources monitoring and assessment to inform the
evidence-based sustainable management of the region’s fragile and limited water resources.

Ministers and government representatives acknowledged that PWWA utilities are now fully
capable of collecting data in a standard and systematic way, and urged the PWWA to continue
its benchmarking efforts and for PIWWA members to actively participate in data collection and
training, and further acknowledged the important role of the benchmarking process in
informing investment planning and strategy development, and urged a greater integration of
water and sanitation data collection across the water sector and with national information
management systems.

Ministers and government representatives confirmed the critical role that water utilities play in

supporting the resilience of Pacific communities, including through support to the agreed goals

of the Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific (FRDP), the 2050 Strategy for the Blue
Pacific Continent, and the Boe Declaration on Regional Security.

The Way Forward

18.

Ministers and government representatives acknowledged that, while progress is being made by
all countries, the region is collectively off track to meet SDG6 targets for universal access to safe
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water and sanitation, and accelerated efforts are needed at all levels to prioritise urgent action
on sustainable financing, data and information, capacity development, innovation and
governance.

19. Ministers and government representatives acknowledged the need for strengthened
engagement in water security as a key component of Pacific resilience, and encouraged greater
participation of the sector in dialogue for action supporting climate and disaster resilience at the
local, national and regional levels.

20. Ministers and government representatives highlighted the urgency of scaling up national and
regional investments to support the science, infrastructure and local capacity needed to
establish and maintain locally appropriate and sustainable water, sanitation and hygiene
solutions resilient to the impacts of climate change and disaster. Acknowledging this urgent
need and the accelerating impacts of climate change on the sector, Ministers and government
representatives called on development partners to urgently support enhanced accessibility of
the sector to existing and emerging funding mechanisms such as climate financing.

21. Ministers and government officials noted with concern the disproportionately large number of
Pacific people living without access to safe sanitation and hygiene facilities (including significant
populations in rural, remote and informal urban areas), including an estimated 1.8 million
practicing open defecation, and called for urgent targeted and collaborative action by
governments, development partners and civil society over the next five years (coinciding with
the final five years of the UN Decade of Action on Water and Sanitation) to address this
relatively neglected development issue with profound impacts on human health, livelihoods and
resilience.

22. Ministers and government officials noted with concern the serious impact of untreated and
partially-treated wastewater on Pacific receiving environments, with associated impacts on
freshwater and marine ecosystems, human health and livelihoods, and urged increased and
targeted support to countries to improve the monitoring, regulation, treatment, reuse and safe
disposal of wastewater.

23. Ministers and government representatives recognised the General Assembly Resolution 73/226
to convene, in New York, from 22 to 24 March 2023, the United Nations Conference on the
Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018—-2028 (also known as the UN
2023 Water Conference).

24. Ministers and government representatives acknowledged the relevance of the UN 2023 Water
Conference to addressing the region’s serious water and sanitation challenges and agreed that a
proposal be submitted to declare the 6! PWWM Forum as a Pacific pre-summit event for the
Conference.

Vote of Thanks
25. Ministers and government representatives noted a vote of thanks to the Chairman of the
PWWM forum.

26. Ministers and government representatives agreed that this communique be presented to the
UN 2023 Water Conference on behalf of PWWM by participating Pacific Island Country
representatives in consultation with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.
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Signed at Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji this 15t day of November 2022

Hon Jone Usamate, Minister for Infrastructure, Meteorological Services and Land and Mineral
Services

(Chairman)

FUI

Hon Sato Kilman, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Lands and Natural Resources
VANUATU

Hon Bradley Tovosia, Minister of Mines, Energy & Rural Electrification
SOLOMON ISLANDS

Hon Olo Fiti Afoa Vaai, Minister of Works, Transport & Infrastructure
SAMOA

Hon Crossley Tatui, Minister of Infrastructure and Finance
NIUE

Hon Albert Nicholas, Associate Minister for Infrastructure Cook Islands and Cook Islands
Investment Corporation
COOK ISLANDS

Hon Raphael Tonpi, Vice Minister of State-Owned Enterprise
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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Mr Faustino Yarofaisug, Assistant Secretary, Energy Division, Department of Resources and
Development
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

Mr Sione Akau’ola, Chief Executive Officer, Ministry of Public Enterprises
TONGA

Mr Mitateti Mote, Government Representative and Chairman of Public Utilities Board
KIRIBATI

Mr Wallon Young Fong, Cabinet Member and Chief Executive Officer, American Samoa Power
Authority
AMERICAN SAMOA

Mr Pisi Seleganiu, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Infrastructure
TUVALU

Mr Abraham Aremwa, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Nauru Utilities Corporation
NAURU
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