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USEFUL PHRASES
TERM PIDGIN ENGLISH MOTU ENGLISH
Greeting Moning

Avinun
Gutnait
Yu orait?

Good morning
Good afternoon
Good night
How are you?

Daba namona 
Dina namona 
Adorahi namona 
Hanuaboi namona 
Oi namo?

Good morning
Good day
Good afternoon
Good evening
How are you?

Response to 
greeting

Mi orait tasol I am fine (Lau) namoherea I am fine

Appreciation Tenk yu tru Thanks very 
much

Tanikiu bada herea Thanks very 
much

Farewell Lukim yu 
bihain

See you later Bamahutu See you later

Adapted from Cultural Etiquette in the Pacific, 2020

LANGUAGE SERVICE PROVIDERS
https://www.spc.int/tok-pasifika/registry

A registry of language service providers 
for Pacific Islands’ languages is available 
by clicking here or scanning the QR code.

USEFUL CONTACTS/INFORMATION
Port Moresby, Boroko, Angu Drive
+675 323 5222
jpngs@ncc.gov.pg

Office of Tourism, Arts and Culture, 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
PO Box 1160 National Capital 
District, 1st Floor Era Rumana 
Building, Port Moresby
+675 321 8031
admin@otacpng.org

Papua New Guinea Arts Council
PO Box 1105 Port Moresby, National 
Capital District

Language Card: 
Papua Niugini Tok Pisin

LANGUAGE FACT
One of the official languages of Papua New Guinea, Hiri Motu, is a 
simplified version of the Motu language that was formed during the Hiri 
trade expeditions between Motu people. The once widely used language 
of the 1960s is now less spoken as English and Tok Pisin has taken over.

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
English, Tok Pisin, Hiri Motu

OTHER LANGUAGES
• > 839 indigenous languages

VIDEOS
https://www.spc.int/tok-pasifika

Map is not to scale

This factsheet has been produced as part of the Tok Pasifika project.
For more information or feedback, contact: tokpasifika@spc.int

https://purl.org/spc/digilib/doc/sz6zk
https://www.spc.int/tok-pasifika/registry
mailto:jpngs%40ncc.gov.pg?subject=
mailto:admin%40otacpng.org?subject=
https://www.mpp.govt.nz/assets/2024-pacific-language-weeks/Papua-new-guinea-pidgin-language-week/2024_PLW_PNG_Language_Card.pdf
 https://www.spc.int/tok-pasifika
mailto:tokpasifika%40spc.int?subject=
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