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ICLARM TO OPEN NEW PACIFIC REGIONAL AQUACULTURE CENTRE 

Following on the s u c c e s s f u l conc lus ion of n e g o t i a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e G o v e r n m e n t of So lomon I s l a n d s (GSI) and t h e 
Guadalcanal P r o v i n c i a l Government (GPG) , ICLARM i s proceeding 
wi th development of a new r e g i o n a l Coas ta l Aquacul ture Cent re . 

The s i t e of the new Centre i s on the no r thwes t coas t of 
G u a d a l c a n a l I s l a n d , a b o u t 20 km from H o n i a r a , t h e c a p i t a l of 
t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . The 4.8 ha s i t e i s t o be l e a s e d fo r 50 
years from the GSI a t a token annual r e n t a l of SI$1.00. 

The i n i t i a l f o c u s of t h e C e n t r e w i l l be on t h e 
development of a p i l o t - s c a l e g i a n t clam ha tchery to t e s t and 
r e f i n e ha tchery and nurse ry t e c h n i q u e s and to provide seed for 
growing out under the wide range of env i ronmenta l c o n d i t i o n s 
o f f e r e d by t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . T h i s w i l l be one of ICLARM's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l G i a n t Clam M a r i c u l t u r e 
P r o j e c t . However, p lans a r e a l s o being cons ide red for r e s e a r c h 
on a wide v a r i e t y of o t h e r o r g a n i s m s , i n c l u d i n g v a r i o u s 
f i s h e s , c r u s t a c e a n s , mol luscs and a l g a e . 

The Solomon I s l a n d s were s e l e c t e d f o r t h e s i t e of t h e 
Centre for a number of r e a s o n s , i nc lud ing t h e i r l o c a t i o n near 
to the geograph ica l c e n t r e of d i v e r s i t y of I n d o - P a c i f i c marine 
o r g a n i s m s , t he e x t r e m e l y wide r a n g e of m a r i n e h a b i t a t s 
a v a i l a b l e w i t h i n the Solomon I s l a n d s (ranging from deep f jo rds 
to c o r a l a t o l l s ) and t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of r e a s o n a b l y good 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a i r s e r v i c e s and t e c h n i c a l f a c i l i t i e s in 
Honiara . 

The d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e G i a n t Clam H a t c h e r y w i l l be a 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e u n d e r t a k i n g b e t w e e n ICLARM and t h e GSI 
Department of F i s h e r i e s . A c o u n t e r p a r t s t a f f member w i l l be 
p r o v i d e d by t h e GSI , p l u s some i t e m s of e q u i p m e n t and 
suppor t ing s e r v i c e s . The P r o v i n c i a l Government w i l l provide 
a s s i s t a n c e in i n i t i a l s i t e c l e a r i n g . There i s p r o v i s i o n in 
t h e a g r e e m e n t f o r t h e g i a n t clam h a t c h e r y f a c i l i t i e s of t h e 
C e n t r e to be s u b - l e a s e d a t a token r e n t a l t o a c o m m e r c i a l 
company owned by t h e GSI and GPG, in t h e e v e n t t h a t a t some 
f u t u r e d a t e a l l p a r t i e s a g r e e t h a t t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e 
ha tchery on a commercial b a s i s i s economica l ly v i a b l e . 

I n i t i a l suppor t for the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the ha tchery has 
been p r o v i d e d by t h e C a l i f o r n i a - b a s e d Skaggs F o u n d a t i o n and 
t h e A u s t r a l i a and P a c i f i c S c i e n c e F o u n d a t i o n . The O v e r s e a s 
Development A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the United Kingdom has seconded 
Mr. Graham Usher , a m a r i c u l t u r e s p e c i a l i s t , t o ICLARM for 
t h r e e yea r s to under take the i n i t i a l development and has a l s o 
provided a v e h i c l e and some budgetary suppor t for s a l a r i e s and 
t r a v e l . Core funds p r o v i d e d by t h e A u s t r a l i a n Deve lopment 
A s s i s t a n c e Bureau to ICLARM has been r e s e r v e d by ICLARM for 
s u p p o r t of a c t i v i t i e s in t h e South P a c i f i c Region i n c l u d i n g 
t h o s e of t h e C e n t r e . Funds w e r e a l s o p r o v i d e d by t h e 
Government of New Zealand in suppor t of the p r e p a r a t o r y phase 
l ead ing to development of the new Cen t re . ICLARM's D i r e c t o r 
f o r t he South P a c i f i c r e g i o n , Dr. John Munro, i s r e s p o n s i b l e 
for c o - o r d i n a t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of the Cen t re . 
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