
POLITICAL STATUS LAND AREA CAPITAL LANGUAGES

Independence : 1962 Apia2,934 km2 Samoan and English 

DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

Total Population 205, 557 2021

Rural Population (% of total population) 82.49% 2021

Average Annual Population Growth 4.9% 2021

AGRICULTURE INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

Contribution to GDP (Agriculture and fisheries 
value added) 

(22% (SAT$ 
214m) 

2020/21

Value of agriculture and fisheries-based ex-
ports (SAT$)

SAT$ 56.4m 2020/21

Proportion of labour force employed in agricul-
ture & fisheries

22% 2016

TRADE INDICATORS VALUE YEAR

GDP per Capita 4,139 USD 2023 World Bank

Total Exports (merchandise) 4.12 million USD 2021

Fresh Fish (% of total exports) 32 % 2020/21

PATHWAY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SAMOA – PDS 
(FY2021/22 – FY 2025/26) 

	• PDS Strategic Outcome 1: Improved Social Development: 
The Government will seek to provide all Samoans with equal access to 
affordable social services and livelihood/job opportunities.

	• PDS Strategic Outcome 2: Diversified and sustainable economy: 
The Government will diversify economic development and improve access 
to equal economic opportunities for all, and for the benefit of individuals, 
households, communities and the nation.

	• PDS Strategic Outcome 3: Security and trusted governance: 
The Government will ensure the protection of rights to decision-making 
as stipulated under various legislations and in conjunction with the 
Constitution of the Government of Samoa.

	• PDS Strategic Outcome 4: Secured environment and climate 
change: The Government will maintain a safe environment for Samoa 
and promote sustainable economic use of natural resources. 

	• PDS Strategic Outcome 5: Structured public works and 
infrastructure: The Government will ensure that public works and 
infrastructure are guided by a long-term phased development plan that 
underpins socio-economic progress in Samoa.

SAMOA AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES SECTOR AGENDA

1. To enhance resilient and sustainable food, agriculture, fisheries and aquaculture systems. 
2. To increase food and nutritional security. 
3. To foster rural transformation. 
4. To improve private sector capacity and export contributions. 
5. To strengthen the enabling environment for the sector development.

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, AND FISHERY SECTOR CHALLENGES 2024/25 

CHALLENGES EFFECTS

AGRICULTURE
•	 Declining sector contribution to the economy due 

to increased labour mobility
•	 Continuous threats and risks posed by climatic 

and environmental changes; external shocks, 
threats and stressors; and emerging diseases, 
pests and other externalities Food insecurity 
(nutritionally sensitive)

	• Declining population engage-
ment in the sector

	• Declining productivity of the 
sector

	• Labour losses

FORESTRY
•	 Research on sandalwood
•	 Shortage of staff with formal forestry training​
•	 Limited skills in timber utilisation and sawmilling​
•	 Shortage of manpower in the community due 

to seasonal worker schemes in New Zealand and 
Australia.

	• Declining population engage-
ment in the sector

	• Declining productivity of the 
sector

	• Labour losses

SAMOA
C O U N T R Y  F A C T S H E E T



PRIORITIES FOR PARTNERSHIP WITH SPC LAND RESOURCES DIVISION (LRD)

SAMOA AGRICULTURE PRIORITIES SPC LAND RESOURCES DIVISION KEY RESULT AREAS SDGS

•	 Establish resilient and sustainable 
food, agriculture, fisheries and 
aquaculture systems

KRA 2:  Increased adoption of Sustainable Land 
Management plans, policies, approaches and 
technologies 

KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry 
production systems

•	 Increase food and nutritional 
security

KRA 1: Increase in availability of Genetic Resources at 
CePaCT and  in countries

•	 Foster rural transformation KRA 3: Diversification of livelihood strategies and new 
value chains adopted

•	 Improve private sector capacity and 
export contributions

KRA 3: Diversification of livelihood strategies and new 
value chains adopted

KRA 11: Technical and scientific knowledge and 
expertise strengthened

•	 Provide an enabling environment for 
stronger sector development

KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry 
production systems 

SAMOA FORESTRY PRIORITIES

•	 Complete the review of National 
Forestry Policy 2024​ and the Forestry 
Management Regulations​

KRA 2:  Increased adoption of Sustainable Land 
Management plans, policies, approaches and 
technologies

•	 Complete Samoa’s Forest Reference 
Level Report (FAO funded)

KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry 
production systems

•	 Continue with the 3 million Tree 
Planting campaign

KRA 3: Diversification of livelihood strategies and new 
value chains adopted

•	 Formalise Samoa’s Association of 
Forestry Professionals

KRA 5: Resilient agricultural, land and forestry 
production systems.

•	 Research on sandalwood KRA 11: Technical and scientific knowledge and 
expertise strengthened

•	 Formal Forestry Training​ to enhance 
skills in timber utilisation and 
sawmilling

KRA 11: Technical and scientific knowledge and 
expertise strengthened



INTERVENTIONS OFFERED IN SAMOA, 2023 

THEME ACTIVITY

Genetic Resources Conservation 	• SPC’s Center for Pacific Crops and Trees (CePaCT) continued conservation of over 2,400 collections (comprising crop and tree 
accessions), with 89% conserved in vitro, 10% as seeds, and 1% in the field. Notably, 64% of the collections consist of plant 
accessions originating from 16 Pacific countries including, Samoa. SPC facilitated the processing of import permits with the 
Fiji Biosecurity to support the safety duplication of sweet potatoes.

TRAINING AREAS TRAINING PROGRAMMES

Genetic Resource Conservation and seed 
technologies

	• Molecular diagnostics, allometric protocols, and tissue culture transfer. 
	• Regional training on mutation breeding, and seed technologies Coconut embryo culture. 
	• Quality seed production training. 
	• Save Our Seeds training. 

Fostering Forestry Leadership 	• Government officials attended the ANZIF conference which promoted forestry professional associations’ role in personnel 
growth in the region.

Emergency Preparedness and Response 	• Training on Global Framework for the progressive control of Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADs) and Import Risk 
Analysis (IRA) training focused on emergency preparedness and response for African Swine Fever (ASF), Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD), and other TADs.

	• Training on Early Response Planning and Early Warning Systems desk review and update, and operationalisation of animal 
health emergency preparedness and response plans.

	• Pest List Database (PLD) training for market access and pesticide registration compliance, as well as training on the en-
hanced PLD. 

	• In-country training for the Samoa National Protection Organisation on mitigation of pre-border and border biosecurity risks, 
sample collection, and drafting of a Notifiable Plant Pests and Diseases List (PLD).

	• Samoa’s Quarantine and Crops Division participated in a training on surveillance of pests and disease threats. The officials 
compiled Samoa’s emergency plant pest list and the top 20 most wanted/priority pests – a national obligation to the Inter-
national Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and specifying regulated pests for Samoa for which phytosanitary measures may 
be undertaken.

	• Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) workshop on strengthening veterinary services and funding acquisition.
	•  Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs), Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) compliance, and trade promotion.

Organic Farming and Certification 	• Training on organic certification, product delivery, and market access.
	• Two trainings on building capacity for a fair and inclusive organic movement: Gender, Equity and Social Inclusion (GESI) and 

organic value chain analysis. 

Animal Health 	• Samoa Mission by the NZ Ministry of Primary Industries Pacific Partnership team (Livestock Veterinarians) on Sea Container 
Hygiene System (SCHS).

	• Training on the use of the World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS) to effective reporting of animal disease status 
and incidents.

Participants Trained 	• Trained 59 participants of which 22 were women. 

2024 PLANNED INTERVENTIONS
1. Genetic Resources

•	 Multiply accessions requested for distribution and required for safety duplication. 
•	 Compile, develop, share, and adopt within member countries standardised descriptor lists, disease and abiotic stress screening protocols for major food crops. 

2. Forestry

•	 Promote the establishment of a National Platform of Forestry Professionals (PNFP).

3. Soil and Plant Health 

•	 Identify the country focal point for the Pacific Soils Partnership (PSP).
•	 Conduct soil field experiments.
•	 Train plant health doctors through Plant Health Clinics.

4. Organic Farming and Certification

•	 Endorsement of Samoa’s country Early Response Plan (ERP).
•	 Scoping study for the veterinary laboratory towards the improvement of diagnostic capabilities.

5. Biosecurity Training

•	 Organic Farming and Certification: Establish a network of auditors to provide certification services in the region.  
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MEMBERSHIP OF SPC REGIONAL PLATFORMS
•	 Pacific Agriculture Plant Genetic Resources Network (PAPGREN)
•	 Pacific Plant Protection Organisation (PPPO)
•	 Regional Research Agenda (RRA) - Pasifika NiuNet, Partners in Research Component 
•	 Regional Coconut Governance Board 
•	 Pacific Soils Partnership (PSP) 
•	 One Health 
•	 Pacific Heads of Veterinary and Animal Production Services (PHOVAPS)   
•	 Pacific Organic and Ethical Trade Community (POETCom) 

KEY AGRICULTURE SECTOR POLICY DOCUMENTS
•	 Pathway for the Development of Samoa – PDS (FY2021/22 – FY 2025/26) (https://mof.gov.ws)
•	 Agriculture and Fisheries Sector Plan 2022/23 – 2026/27 (www.mof.gov.ws)
•	 Samoa Food Systems Pathway 2030 (Samoa-Food-Systems-Pathway) 

KEY WEBSITES 
•	 Samoa Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries (www.maf.gov.ws)  
•	 Samoa Biosecurity (www.maf.gov.ws/biosecurity) 
•	 The Pacific Community (www.spc.int)
•	 Land Resources Division (https://lrd.spc.int/)
•	 Pacific Data Hub (PDH) (https://pacificdata.org/)  

ADDRESS
The Pacific Community (SPC)
Land Resources Division (LRD)
FNTC 2 Road, off Beaumont Road
NARERE, Suva-Fiji. 
Tel: +679 3370733 | www.spc/lrd.int

FOR ENQUIRIES
LRD Helpdesk
Land Resources Division
Email: lrdhelpdesk@spc.int

SAMOA

https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Samoa-Food-Systems-Pathway-2030-Official-version.pdf
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