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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

a. Background  

  

The 6th Annual Meeting of the Regional Working Group on the Implementation of Family Protection/Domestic 

Violence (FP/DV) Legislation (RWG) was held from August 11-13, 2025, at the Civic Auditorium, Aiwo, Nauru.    

  

The meeting was attended in person by members and alternate members from the Governments of Fiji, 

Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Kiribati, Kosrae State, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Pohnpei State, Samoa, 

Solomon Islands, Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), Tonga, Tuvalu. Cook Islands and Vanuatu were unable 

to attend due to travel disruptions.     

  

The meeting was chaired by Nauru (the Chair), co-chaired by the Solomon Islands (Deputy Chair), and assisted 

by the Human Rights and Social Development (HRSD) Division of the Pacific Community (SPC), as the RWG 

Secretariat (the Secretariat).   

   

b. Objectives   

  

The meeting aimed to achieve the following objectives:  

  

a. Build on key agreements and recommendations arising from the outcomes of the 5th Annual Meeting 

of the RWG and the 2nd EVAW Symposium convened in partnership with the UN Women Fiji Multi-

Country Office.  



 

 

b. Discuss the next phase of the RWG and its theory of change, strengthening connections to regional 

frameworks, meetings, and tracking implementation of family protection / domestic violence 

legislation.  

c. Review and reflect on the findings of the Final Evaluation of the RWG’s previous three-year project.  

d. Identify regional priority areas for implementation during the next phase of the RWG work plan.  

e. Select a new Deputy Chair of the RWG.   

f. Develop recommendations outlining key actions for the upcoming year.  

g. Determine steps for the RWG to enhance and align its work in supporting, complementing, or 

integrating its work with international human rights treaties1 and recent gender equality developments 

in the Pacific2.  

 

2.        SUMMARY OF MEETING KEY ISSUES AND AGREEMENTS  

  

The Regional Working Group acknowledges:  

  

a. The generous support of member governments to the work of the RWG, the Nauru Government, the 

New Zealand Government through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT), and the Australian 

Government through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) for funding support to the 

6th Annual Meeting of the RWG. Further acknowledges the governments of the Federated States of 

Micronesia, Papua New Guinea, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Solomon Islands for 

mobilizing funds to support their additional participants.    

  

b. The continued support and commitment of development partners and CROP agencies; and reaffirms 

the need for equitable support and collaboration for countries in the implementation of FP/DV 

legislation.   

  

c. Nauru and Solomon Islands for their leadership role as Chair and Deputy Chair, respectively, of the 

RWG, and congratulates Solomon Islands as the new Chair and Tonga as the newly appointed Deputy 

Chair.  

  

d. The Secretariat for their support to the RWG membership and further requests the Secretariat for 

technical assistance to support members in the implementation of recommendations from the 6th RWG 

annual meeting.   

  

e. The participation of RWG Countries and States at the 6th Annual Meeting, including their presentations, 

discussions, and the key recommendations.  

 

 



 

 

The Regional Working Group agrees to:  

  

a. Accelerate coordination and strengthen multi-sectoral partnership between government, civil society 

organisations, faith-based organisations, communities, development partners, and the private sector 

to ensure inclusivity in the design, implementation, and review of domestic violence/family protection 

legislation, prevention and response programmes.  

  

b. Progress regional gender equality obligations and commitments relating to domestic violence.  

  

c. Work towards the two new proposed subcommittees, with the establishment of a TFGBV 

subcommittee in the immediate term and exploring a research and options paper for the illicit drugs 

and DV subcommittee.    

  

d. Work collaboratively with the Secretariat to identify feasible solutions to ongoing resourcing challenges 

for the work of the RWG and commit to advocating for the provision of adequate resourcing to meet 

the current challenges in the implementation of FP/DV legislation.  

 

e. Integrate lessons learned from NZMFAT Phase 1 evaluation into future RWG plans, including but not 

limited to the methodological concerns regarding the evaluation process, and relevant Evaluation 

Report findings.  

  

f. Recognise data systems as valuable tools for regional tracking and learning and commits to strengthen 

data collection for the effective monitoring and implementation of FP/DV legislation and track the 

prevalence of gender-based violence, to inform policy development and changes. 1 

  

g. Engage a consultant with the assistance of the Secretariat to design an integrated data system in 

consultation with member countries to guide them in implementing and strengthening existing systems 

within their national context.   

  

h. Consider the need for a variety of modalities for members participation at annual meetings and other 

relevant RWG meetings (virtual and face-to-face options).  

  

i. Acknowledge the wishes of Polynesian members of the RWG to explore sub-regional approaches to 

addressing gender-based violence.   

  

 
1 This includes the need for data to be centralised to support decision making for key government policies, as well as ensuring the 
integrity of data is protected, accurately captured, analysed, and streamlined.  



 

 

j. Encourage in-country visitation exchanges between members that foster sharing best practices on 

existing data case tracking systems/ GBV Case Management Data Base Systems and embedding this 

within the existing service delivery networks.   

  

k. Acknowledge emerging and related gender-based violence issues, including but not limited to sorcery 

accusation-related violence, and the growing impact of illicit drugs.3 

  

l. Note the imminent enactment of the forthcoming FP/DV legislation for the Autonomous Region of 

Bougainville and acknowledge the updates from PNG to consider extending an invitation to join the 

RWG.  

  

The Secretariat will:  

a. Develop the Terms of References for the TFGBV sub-committee and its membership and will 

communicate to RWG members for their confirmation.  

  

b. Develop an option and research paper on the link between illicit drugs and DV to inform RWG members’ 

discussions.  

  

c. Finalise the Theory of Change and costed budget for the next Phase of the RWG by the end of 

September 2025, to be shared with RWG members for their inputs. 

 

d. Mobilise and coordinate funding support and technical assistance for the implementation of FP/DV 

legislation and for the ongoing learning exchanges that are requested from RWG members.   

  

e. Consider strategic approaches in the hosting of RWG convenings and facilitate learning exchanges, for 

the benefit of all the members. 

  

f. Commit to explore opportunities for resource mobilisation to support the on-going work of the RWG.  

 

3. COMMITMENTS  

The following key agreements outline the commitments made by RWG members to be implemented over the 

next year. These commitments will be prioritised based on the specific contexts of each country and state. The 

implementation, monitoring, and review will be led by the respective sub-committees, with support from the 

Secretariat.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

a. Priority Area 1: Legal and Institutional Strengthening Framework  

The Regional Working Group will:  

- Engage a Consultant for Technical Assistance on the establishment of a regional framework to assist 

member countries in the implementation of their DV/FP Legislations.  

  

b. Priority Area 2: Data Collection & Monitoring and Evaluation  

The Regional Working Group will:  

- Review and update current Terms of Reference for the engagement of a consultant to carry out a 

situational analysis of data systems at regional level and incorporates the development of the guideline 

of an integrated data base.  

 

c. Priority Area 3: Regional Counselling Framework   

The Regional Working Group will:  

- Launch the Regional Gender Based Violence Counselling Framework in February 2026 during GESI 

Week.  

 

d. Priority Area 4: TFGBV Sub-Committee   

The Regional Working Group will:  

- Develop the Terms of Reference and confirm the membership of this sub-committee.  

 

e. Priority Area 5: DV and Illicit Drugs Sub-Committee   

The Regional Working Group will:  

- Disseminate an option and background paper for a discussion on the way forward.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


